


IFAR, the International Forum for Aviation Research, is the world‘s 
only aviation research establishment network. IFAR was founded 
in 2010 and operates on a voluntary, non-binding basis.  

1 IFAR objectives 

IFAR aims to realize the activities shown in the � gure below. 
IFAR provides a venue to connect research organizations world-
wide, to enable the information exchange on aviation research 
activities between its members, to facilitate opportunities for 
networking and creating partnerships and to coordinate views and 
make recommendations. IFAR should maintain a non-competitive 
research focus, and consider solutions to global technical challen-
ges such as those pertaining to emissions, noise, security, safety 
and ef� cient operations, and steps to reduce the impact 
of aviation on climate and the environment. 

IFAR operates on the basis of consensus among its members. 
Annually, principals from IFAR members convene at an IFAR 
Summit meeting. This event sets the IFAR goals and activities 
for the coming year which will be implemented by several IFAR‘s 
expert groups and initiatives.  

2 IFAR Focus areas and activities  

IFAR aims at non-competitive aviation R&D related to global tech-
nical challenges for use by its members. Concerning the techno-
logical approach IFAR initially concentrated on the following � ve 
Focus Areas which were generated as common denominator from 
various strategic documents by IFAR members

Next to technical activities IFAR also focuses fostering of IFAR 
young researchers networking and their collaboration, e.g. by 
using IFARlink www.ifarlink.aero as communication platform.
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4 IFAR organization and IFAR members  

Membership in IFAR is open to national aviation research organi-
zations, including universities active in aviation research, that are 
(1) non-pro� t, (2) owned or mainly funded by public governments, 
and (3) charged by the country or countries in which they are 
located to conduct such research activities on their behalf. One 
organization per country is accepted for membership.
Currently 26 aviation research organizations from all over the 
world are member of IFAR (see IFAR website www.ifar.aero). The 
current members represent more than 35,000 researchers working 
in aviation. Not counted yet are researchers of IFAR member coun-
tries belonging to different research organizations or universities.
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